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Middle School Program Guide

“We want to keep children in charge of their learning and [for them] to become
responsible for it. We want them to be responsible for their successes and failures, show
them how engaging learning is, and that the motivations for learning should be
The child’s intrinsic interests, not an external reward.” Dalton Miller-Jones
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Welcome to the Middle School

The Middle School is a time of growth. As a Middle School student, you will be dealing
with more complex intellectual tasks and social situations. You will gradually become more
empowered in your own learning. You will be expected to behave in a more mature manner
and will be held more accountable for your actions. You are expected to become more
independent in your studies and assume the responsibility for organizing your work and
study materials. You also learn to become a more responsible citizen and to develop your
self-identity as part of the community.

As a young adolescent, you have more control over how you apply yourself to your
schoolwork and on the kinds of friends you make. Use your energy, innate curiosity,
imagination, and intelligence to make middle school an exciting learning experience. Your
teachers, the school administrators, and the School Counselor, are there to help you.
Whenever you have a problem or need questions answered, you can always talk to them.

This guide is intended to provide students and their parents with an overview of the GBS
MS program. It will also provide basic information regarding middle school policies and
procedures related to the day-to-day operation. Please share it with your parents, read it
carefully, and keep it as a reference.

We look forward to working together with you and your parents, as a team, to help you do
your very best and get the most out of the middle school years.

""Coming together is a beginning, keeping together is progress, and working
together is a success.” —Henry Ford
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The Middle School Program

The Middle School program recognizes the unique socio-emotional developmental needs of its
students by integrating social and emotional issues, character, and multicultural education into
the curriculum. MS teachers and administration work together to help students through this
stage by developing strong relationships with students, creating safe classroom and school
environments, and by creating opportunities to talk about emotions and issues that arise in the
classroom or curriculum.

The program provides opportunities for students to develop leadership skills and to interact in
social situations with peers and adults inside and outside the school. It also emphasizes
multicultural education, which leads to the development of a strong acceptance of cultural
diversity as a valuable resource in all societies. The MS program of multicultural education
integrated into all subject areas promotes and fosters intergroup understanding, awareness, and
appreciation by both students and staff of the diverse ethnic, racial, cultural, and linguistic
groups aroundthe world and those represented within Kuwait specifically. Students become
culturally self-aware and develop more positive attitudes towards cultural diversity, dispelling
misconceptions, stereotypes, and negative beliefs about themselves and others. Students also
become better prepared for participatory citizenship by growing into more socially,
environmentally, and ethically responsible individuals who actively engage in civic and
community projects and are more globally aware and respectful

of and engaged in the diverse community of GBS and Kuwait.

The middle school classroom is an active learning environment. Small groups of students often
work together on specific learning tasks to increase achievement at all ability levels. The
academic program emphasizes a standards-based educational approach that challenges students
in all subject areas. Students are encouraged to be thoughtful learners through hands-on
experiences that assist them in constructing knowledge; interdisciplinary connections enhance
understanding in all subject areas. Appropriate technology is integrated into the teaching and
learning process to increase student engagement and enhance learning, while at the same time
developing the necessary skills for success in the economy of the future. Classrooms are fitted
with interactive whiteboards and internet. Students will use technology (BYOD Program) to
master the skills necessary for conducting research, evaluating information relevancy and
accuracy, and use interactive and collaborative Web tools to both learn with and from others
and present information. Students will also need a computer with internet access and a printer
at home to complete assignments.
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Being well prepared is the key to success in school

School Hours:

The school day starts with the morning routine at 7:20 a.m. You are expected to be on time
and to participate in the morning assembly. The first period begins at 7:30 a.m. Dismissal is
at 2:15 p.m. from Gate # 4 on Al Mutanabi Street. Students participating in after school
activities must be picked up by 3:00 p.m. from the reception area.

Attendance:

Students are expected to attend school for the entire school day, and to arrive and leave on
time. All medical appointments should be made after school hours. However, if they must
leave during the day, a note from their parent explaining in details the reason must be
provided to the middle school office. Thelr parent/guardian needs to sign an early dismissal
form at the reception. They should not be pulled from class to attend an event held in one of
the other divisions.

If a student arrives late (after 7:30 a.m), then he must register at the reception. With a valid
excuse, he may obtain the permission of the MS principal to reschedule a missed test (with a
limit of two tests per semester). Being late for a class will result in a zero for any missed
work. The teacher will not re-explain any missed part of the lesson. Unexcused absences will
result in a grade of zero on missed work including tests, quizzes, and assignments, with no
possibility for make-up. In rare cases, tests may be deferred with a valid excuse and the
Principal’s approval. No tests can be taken ahead of time in case of pre-planned absence. MS
teachers post all notices and assignments on Google Classroom. It is the responsibility of the
student to check it out. If he will be absent, his parents may pick up needed material (textbook,
practice book, handouts) to complete the work by sending a request by email to the school and
calling at least three hours ahead to make sure it was received and acted upon.

Absence:

In coordination with the Ministry of Education’s attendance policy, students who register 3
unexcused absences in a given period will receive a warning letter from the registrar. They
will be given a “0” on any assigned work or assessment missed during this absence. For an
absence to be excused, the student must bring a signed and stamped doctor’s note within 2
days of returning to school. An absence is considered excused if it is a personal illness,
serious family illness or family death, or other extraordinary circumstances approved by the
MS Principal. The term “excused” or “unexcused” is important to determine whether or not
the student is entitled to do the missing work or to get support from the teachers.
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Breaks and Snacks:

During the day, there will be two outbreaks. You are encouraged to bring healthy snacks, and
the canteen will be accessible during both breaks. Only water and juices in plastic or paper
containers are allowed on campus. Food deliveries are strictly prohibited.

Supplies/L ockers:

Students are responsible for bringing all needed supplies to school every day.

Lockers to store school material can be rented once students and their parent/guardian agree
to the guidelines stated in the “Locker Agreement and Expectations”. Mobile phones are not
permitted in school. Students can access the lockers during breaks, before the morning
routine and at the end of the day.

Uniform:

Students are required to wear the full school uniform when in school and on field trips unless
otherwise officially notified. On designated “free dress” days, students must not violate
acceptable GBS dress code. The following are strictly prohibited:

e Body hugging, tight, transparent, revealing, or torn clothing.

e Offensive pictures, symbols, or words printed on the clothing.

e Colored, gelled or spiked hairstyles. Boys’ hairstyles must be kept short and tidy.

Girls must keep their hair away from their face and if long, tied.
e Make-up, non-prescription lenses, colored nail polish, and lipstick.
e Expensive jewelry, watches, or gadgets.

When students violate the uniform code, they will be asked to change into the proper
uniform or you will be sent home.

Good Study Habits:

Students are expected to bring needed books, papers, and homework. They should keep
corrected papers in a file at home or in your binder unless the teacher requests a parent
signature and/or that the paper is returned to be included in the student’s school file.
Homework assignments are a preview, reinforcement, or extension of classwork and you
should be able to complete them independently. Tests will be announced at least three days
ahead. Quizzes may be given without advance notice.

To be well prepared for summatives, it is important that students pay attention in class,
complete homework and reading assignments independently, review classwork and corrected
papers. It is also important that they organize and plan ahead. It is always a bad strategy to
wait to prepare for summatives and/or complete larger projects and/or assignments until the
last minute.
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Parents can help students develop good study habits by providing a quiet study area, time,
and the tools they need (computer, the internet, printer, material and stationary for projects,
etc.) Students can ask their parents to help them organize their time more efficiently, to set
up a schedule for studying or a plan for projects, and other long-term assignments. Parents
may also be able to guide students towards additional resources (i.e. web pages, textbooks,
public libraries, etc.). Good study habits and skills developed in middle school will help
students succeed at the high school level and beyond. If they struggle with the content of a
given assignment, students may ask their parents to contact your teacher.

Parent-Teacher Communication:

Parents will receive a welcome letter from MS Administration explaining the steps they need
to follow to share their emails with the school. These emails will be used to communicate
messages, notification, etc. between the parents and the school. In addition, teachers’ emails
will be listed on the school website and parents can use these emails to communicate directly
with teachers. It is always best to approach a teacher with concerns and/or questions before
turning to administrators. If parents wish to meet with a teacher, they must make this request
via email and set up an appointment. If teachers wish to meet with a parent, they will notify
the parent via email or phone call.

Home Support:

To further support their children’s learning at home, parents need to:
e Speak positively about school and teachers.
Encourage their children to develop a sense of responsibility.
Communicate with teachers and follow their children’s progress.
Encourage their children to do their best and to ask for extra help when needed.
Help their children to set school-related goals and work towards them.
Encourage their children to find a study buddy in the same class who can collect
missed work in case of absence.
e Encourage their children to practice good health habits (hygiene, nutrition, fitness,
adequate sleep, etc

Assessment:

GBS adopted formative and summative assessments. The major difference between
formative and summative assessments is that the former is used to improve student learning,
providing feedback to students who do not demonstrate proficiency so they keep working
and learning until they do. The latter is used to assess what students have learned and
quantifies it by assigning a grade that is final. The student then moves on to the next learning
objective.
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Formative Assessment:

Formative assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning. Evaluation is an ongoing
process incorporated into classroom practice during instruction. It is an integration of
performance and feedback using scoring rubrics and grading scales to delineate consistent
criteria for grading. The criteria are shared between students and teachers. This provides a
basis for self-evaluation, reflection, and peer review. It also ensures accurate and fair
assessment, fosters understanding and allows for adjustments of subsequent learning/teaching.
Formative assessment requires constant timely feedback. Formative will be calculated as 70%
of the assessment grade.

Summative Assessment:

Summative assessments are given periodically to determine what students know and do not
know at a particular point in time. The goal of summative assessment is to assess learning
after teaching has taken place. Summative assessments serve as formal documentation of a
student’s progress and mastery of skills and content. Summative will be calculated as 30% of
the assessment grade.

Student Evaluation:

The end of year average for each subject is calculated based on the following

percentages: 150 Semester (40%) + 29 Semester (60%).

The semester average will be calculated based on the summative grades and formative grades.
Subjects marked as Incomplete (1) or Non-Applicable (N.A.) are not computed as part of the
total average. Each content area has a weight-value. The average grade is multiplied by the
numerical weight-value of the subject, then, resulting values for all subjects are added up and
a total average is calculated.

The weight values assigned for subjects are as follows:
Grade 6: English x1.6, Arabic x1.5, Math x 1.4, Sciences x1.4, Islam x 0.7,

Quran x 0.3, French x 0.7, Social Studies x 0.7, Computer x 0.7, P.E. x 0.7, Art/Music x 0.3

Grades 7-8: English x1.5, Arabic x1.5, Math x 1.4, Sciences x1.4, Islam x 0.6,

Quran x 0.3, French x 0.6, Social Studies x 0.6, Computer x 0.6, P.E. x 0.6, Geography x 0.6,
Art/Music x 0.3

Honor Roll:
Students who have an overall average of 90% and above are placed on the honor roll.

Academic Probation:

Students who have an overall average of below 60%, and those who score below
60% in the core subjects (English, Arabic, math, and science), are placed on academic
probation until their performance improves consistently over the 60% level.
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Promotion:

In order to be eligible for regular promotion, a student must have passing grades (50% or
above in the yearly average and the four core subjects), meet attendance requirements, and
have an acceptable disciplinary record.

Retention Policy:

Students who fail three or more core subjects will be automatically retained. They are not
eligible for any retests.

Retests and Probational Promotion:

A student who obtains a failing grade in one or two core subjects will take a retest. If the grade
obtained on the retest is a passing grade, it will replace the end-of- year grade on the report

and the overall yearly average recalculated. If the student obtains a failing grade on the retest,
he/she will be promoted under the conditions that the final grade in the failed subject is above
45%, the final grade in at least 2 core subjects is above 60%, the yearly average is over 60%,
met attendance requirements, and work habits and overall behavior are acceptable.

The student is then placed on probation in the failed subject and parents commit to home
support until performance reaches an acceptable level.

A student can benefit from probationary promotion or be retained only one time in the middle
school. If he/she fails a second time, the school will ask the parents to transfer their child to
another school. Any re-registration that may have preceded the end-of-year results would be
deemed canceled. If the student is absent during the last marking period including the end-of-
year exams and there is no chance to schedule make-up tests before the summer vacation, the
retest will be scheduled for early September, prior to the official school opening. If the student
Is absent for 30 days or more during the academic year, a committee consisting of the School
Director, the Division Principal, and the School Counselor will study the case to decide upon
giving a comprehensive test in the four core subjects before promoting him/her to the next
grade level.

Enalish:

GBS English Language curriculum is aligned with current U.S.A. Common Core State
Standards. The focus of the MS English curriculum is in the areas of reading, writing,
speaking, and listening. Students are exposed to, and study, various genres of literature. These
include multicultural literature, historical fiction, biographies, poetry, fantasy, etc. The
diversity of reading material provides students with a deeper understanding of the world
around them, as well as a greater appreciation of their own culture and its place in the world.
Independent reading is an important part of the curriculum. The curriculum includes the study
of standard grammar, vocabulary, and spelling. Writing instruction is based upon the writing
process: planning, drafting, editing, revising, and publishing. Student work is often shared
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through class readings and presentations. Current informational text, history, geography and
cultural studies units are also part of the English program.

Students are expected to read for a minimum of fifteen minutes nightly. They will learn to apply
a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, appreciate, and respond to
literary and expository reading texts. They will be able to participate in a broad variety of
speaking and listening situations in an appropriate manner. They will have ample opportunity to
practice expressing your ideas effectively in a coherent, well-organized written work for a
variety of purposes and audiences.

Mathematics:

Based on the Common Core State Standards, Mathematics focuses on helping students gain a
deep understanding of mathematical concepts and become adept problem- solvers with
improved reasoning skills. Students will be able to analyze and use proportional relationships,
understand and apply the properties of exponents, compute with integers and rational numbers.
They will be able to express quantitative relationships using algebraic terminology and to
solve real-life and mathematical problems involving angle measure, area, surface area, and
volume. They will be able to collect, organize, and represent data sets and solve probability
problems.

Science:

Based on the Next Generation Science Standards, science is interactive and
student-centered, which enhances students' engagement and interest in the process of
learning. The science curriculum integrates literacy instruction (e.g. reading, writing,
information literacy) to strengthen students’ literacy and ensure they are prepared for
rigorous high school programs. Classroom activities integrate technology, math, and
engineering with science to sharpen the students' critical thinking, problem solving,
creativity, inquiry and hands-on skills. Students will also improve their analytical and
experimental skills through laboratory work. In MS, students will continue to develop their
understanding of the different branches of science, which include: Life science, Earth
science, and Physical science.
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English Social Studies:

The Social Studies Program enables students to develop critical thinking abilities as
concerned citizens and better understand developments that are taking place in their society
and the world.

It concentrates on examining a variety of regions and cultures in the Western and non-
Western world where students learn about different places and environments which enable
them to understand the connections that people and cultures have to one another. In Grade 7
students examine the geography of specific regions in the United States and Canada, Latin
America and Europe, while in Grade 8 students focus on the geography of specific regions in
Africa, Southwest Asia/South Asia, Southeast Asia/East Asia and Oceania/Antarctica.
Additionally, the Social studies program focuses on the history and human geography of
these regions which enables students to better understand how society has evolved and
developed over centuries. Students learn how lessons from the past can be used to make wise
decisions for the present and the future.

The Social Studies program places a strong emphasis on important and enduring ideas,
events and personalities that affect peoples’ lives.

Special attention will be given to current events as they affect present day state, national, and
world affairs.

Information Technology:

In Middle School, students are expected to become proficient in the use of technology
and to understand the nature and operation of technology systems. Access to technologies
opens the door to the world beyond the classroom and increases the students’ chances for
success. It is the IT Department goal to develop lifelong learners who make informed
decisions about the role of technology in their lives. Technology will be integrated in
education, communication, problem-solving, analysis, and research in accordance with
GBS Guiding Statements, and moral decision making.

The IT curriculum follows the ISTE standards to develop digital citizens aware of the
importance of proper use of technology in the 21% century.

French:

The French Language is introduced in Grade 6 with the aim to develop basic communication
skills and an appreciation of the French culture. Students practice basic day-to-day French,
expressing themselves and communicating in structured and open-ended situations, using
most basic forms, grammar, language conventions,

and vocabulary skills and knowledge. Skills and knowledge are developed in the context of

oral communication, reading, and writing activities. Students are introduced to the cultural
diversity of the French- speaking world.



Middle School Program Guide

You are encouraged to enrich your French experience by pursuing opportunities outside the
classroom, such as reading restaurant menus, store labels, and comic books. Watching
French TV programs and movies, attending cultural events such as French festivals, or
visiting French learning websites are culturally enriching and help reinforce language
acquisition. You will also have the opportunity to demonstrate your learning of French and
appreciation of the French culture through activities celebrating the International
Francophone Day “Journée Internationale de la Francophonie”.

Physical Education:

The physical education program offers enjoyable activities and learning experiences that
emphasize life-long healthy habits, good attitudes, sports skill and knowledge, and physical
fitness. In PE we aim to maximize each student’s potential through building positive
attitudes toward physical activities and through gauging each student’s level of physical
fitness. You will acquire the motor skills and movement patterns needed to perform a
variety of physical activities that would improve performance and general health. You will
also gain knowledge of concepts, principles, and strategies that apply to the learning and
performance of physical activities as well as physical fitness.

A full mark in participation is earned provided the following:

e You maintain a positive attitude and good sportsmanship.

e You follow instruction.

e You come to class well prepared: Non-compliance with GBS PE uniform (provided
by the school) or refusal to participate will result in a zero grade for the lesson.

If you need to be excused from PE for health reasons, you must present a doctor’s report.
If you become sick during school hours, the school nurse will be able to excuse you from
class. Students with an unexcused absence from PE class will receive a zero for the daily
grade.

Visual and Performing Arts:

The Visual and Performing Arts curriculum integrates current U.S. educational standards and
the requirements of the Ministry of Education curriculum that include Arabic and Islamic
content components. It aims to enable students to become literate and expressive in the arts
(visual arts, music, dance, and drama) as cultural manifestations of human development and
allows them to grow as creative, intellectual, and spiritual human beings. The Arts nurture
students’ artistic perception, creative expression, aesthetic appreciation, and historical and
cultural knowledge.

Students learn to appreciate the historical contributions and cultural dimensions of the arts.
They become proud of their own culture and foster respect for the

multiplicity of cultures worldwide. Each student can work at a personalized pace to learn
and develop self-expression and self-confidence.
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Music:

You will learn to read and notate music, play various instruments, and sing songs from a
variety of musical genres, and styles. You will come to appreciate diverse musical cultures
in addition to local and Arabic music.

If you have the privilege to be part of the school band, you will perform in school events.
Drama is integrated into the curriculum.
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Developing Responsible Citizens Counseling:

The focus of the counseling program is to help you balance the demands of school, family,
and friends. The school counselor helps you, your parents, and your teachers establish and
promote a positive learning environment. The School Counselor can work with you and
other students on finding ways to get along with one another; dealing with problems outside
the classroom, in school and at home; and looking for new and creative ways to keep
practicing good citizenship at school and beyond. The School Counselor may visit your
class to conduct ‘Life Skills’ classes on different topics such as anger management, good
study skills, and respect, peer

pressure, etc. The counselor may meet with you individually or small groups during break
times. He/she leads you and other students in various community-based service projects and
provides teachers and parents with suggestions and handouts to help you at school or at
home.

When you have a more challenging, complex psychological or educational issue that
requires attention, the counselor can provide your parents with a list of professional places
in Kuwait (including confidential testing/evaluation and treatment sites) that may help you
overcome your problem.

Student Management:

All students are entitled to a safe learning environment every day. Any behavior threatening
the safety of any member of the school community (children and adults) anywhere around
the campus or on the school buses will not be tolerated. Any behavior causing the disruption
of the learning process is also unacceptable (e.g. tardiness, non-compliance with
class/school rules or teacher’s directives, excessive illicit talk or movement, failure to
complete assignments, etc.) Any item that might disrupt classes or represent a hazard to the
health and safety of anyone is not allowed on school premises and will be immediately
confiscated by any adult in the school to be returned only to parents. All students and adults
at school must be respected. Insolence to adults, fighting, bullying, name-calling, use of
profanities, showing a lack of tolerance for others’ physical attributes, intellectual abilities,
racial or ethnic elements, social background, religious beliefs, or nationality, etc., are
unacceptable behavior. Cheating, lying, forging signatures, stealing, and vandalism, are all
serious offenses that will result in corrective measures. The person responsible for
damaging other’s

property must reimburse the owner of the damaged item, be it the school or another student
or staff member. When fighting or inappropriate language or physical contact occurs, parents
are requested to come to school and pick up their child to go home for immediate
suspension.
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Bullying:

GBS has ZERO tolerance for any type of bullying, including cyber- bullying, or
the use of the Internet and social networking to harm other people in a deliberate,
repeated, and hostile manner. Students who bully (pick on others, exclude them,

or tease them) will be disciplined.

We encourage you to inform the Principal or a school staff member when you feel
threatened or a victim of bullying or when you witness someone else being bullied.
Bullies will face severe consequences for their actions, starting with suspension and
reaching expulsion and denial of re- enroliment.

Encouraged and Expected Student Behavior:

All staff and students are responsible for maintaining a school culture that is
welcoming, nurturing and conducive to learning. GBS’ ten golden rules that
guide students’ behavior are:

e Come to school daily, on time, wearing the school uniform, and bring
all necessary materials to class.

e Actively participate in all classes and produce quality work.

e Complete assignments on time and read daily.

e Know and follow all school and class rules.

e Think before acting and speaking.

e Respect others’ rights, property, opinions, and differences.

e Show respect in everything one does: work, appearance, actions, and
language.

o Take responsibility for one’s actions.

¢ Avoid negative peer pressure and activities.

e Be arole model for the younger students.

You can help promote a safe learning environment by behaving in a school-
appropriate, socially acceptable manner. Avoid any behavior that interferes
with your own or another student’s learning and/or well-being.
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Student life

Student Council:

The Student Council provides you an opportunity to exercise social responsibility and
develop leadership skills. The goal of the council is to help students feel that their voice
is heard and that they can make a difference.

Student representatives participate in organizing events throughout the year and bring to
the attention of the school administration any concerns they might have or issues they
wish to discuss. Each year, in October, middle school students go to the polls to elect
their representatives. You are encouraged to get involved and run for election as your
class representative to the council.

Character Education:

In middle school, you will experience many physical, mental, emotional, and social
changes. It is during this time period that you will develop yourself- identity and affirm
your identity among your peers and your family. Character Education will help you
cultivate ethical, responsible, and caring attitudes with an emphasis on universal values.
You will come to recognize these values and understand how they affect one's actions and
behaviors. You will also have many opportunities to practice important core ethical and
civic values such as respect, responsibility, integrity, perseverance, courage, justice, and
self- discipline.

Extra-Curricular Activities:

The MS program provides countless opportunities to interact with people from the
community, your teachers, and other students in social situations inside and outside the
school. Participating in intermural sports and field trips, attending lectures given by guest
speakers, volunteering as reading buddies to younger learners in the school, volunteering
at environmental projects (e.g. beach- cleaning campaigns, recycling projects) and other
community activities (concerts, plays, science fairs, stem activities, Helping Hand
Campaign), enrolling in after-school clubs and activities, celebrating UN-Day, Math Day,
and International Day, competing in Reading Campaigns and Math Olympiad, are some of
the events and activities that will help further develop your social skills and your self-
confidence.
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Virtual Learning Guide

GBS Commitment to Quality Learning

Al-Ghanim Bilingual School has preference to face-to-face education compared to virtual
school as the first leverages instruction, feedback, and social interaction. However, the
school provides continuous support to staff members to integrate innovative tools and
strategies to ensure student engagement and to improve personalized instruction.

Support and Communication

Al-Ghanim Bilingual School is committed to provide adequate support for students and
parents (parents have a main role during remote learning). The school adopted Zoom
Education and Google Classroom platforms which all MHS parents and students are
familiar with. Additional technical support is provided by the IT Department (Coordinator
and teachers). Further guidance is offered by the subject teachers during their periods.
Teachers have virtual office hours to discuss concerns/issues and to share mutual
feedback. Every week, core subject teachers are available from 2:00 pm to 2:30 pm to
support students in smaller groups (Sunday for Arabic, Tuesday for Math, Wednesday for
English, and Thursday for Science).Virtual office hours are set by the MHS Principal to
discuss concerns and to answer parents ‘inquiries. These hours are held by grade level to
leverage the efficiency of meeting time.

Schedule

MHS students have a schedule of 7 periods as of regular one with 2 breaks built-in. All
periods in MHS are synchronous (live sessions). First period starts at 8:00 am and the
school day ends at 2:00 pm (Support starts from 2:00 pm to 2:30pm). Each period is 40
minutes long, and periods are separated by 10 minutes break to ensure enough time and
smooth transition between periods. Registered students will be assigned a Google
Classroom username and password to receive their class schedule, homework schedule
and further information regarding school resources and materials needed. The schedule
below shows the distribution of periods and breaks.
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Period Time Interval

1°t Period 8:00-8:40

2" Period 8:50-9:30

3" Period 9:40-10:20

Break 10:20-10:35 (15 minutes
break)

4™ period 10:35-11:15

5% Period 11:25-12:05

Prayer Break 12:05-12:30 (25 minutes
break)

6" Period 12:30-1:10

7™ Period 1:20-2:00

Resources/Supplies
The student receives the list of supplies needed based on grade level, course selection
(Art/Music in Middle School, elective in High School). E-resources are uploaded via Google

Classroom while a special schedule is set and shared with parents to deliver the hard
resources.

Additional Resources

The school is using IXL from grade 3 to 12. Turnitin is used in high school for English
subjects. More Apps and resources are utilized by teachers providing adequate guidance
and support to students.

Academic Plans and Procedures

Core subject teachers dedicate the first 4-5 weeks to review and reinforce previous
essential skills. The goal is to ensure a smooth transition between the previous and the
new academic year. A weekly plan is shared with parents every Thursday by 3:30 pm that
includes the topics and the assignments for the following week. This gives parents and
students enough time to prepare or seek help and guidance if needed. The Assignment
Schedule is shared with parents and students the first week of school to ensure fair
distribution of load and to reduce discrepancy and conflicts. Assignments are posted by
3:30 pm and they are not posted during the weekend. Teachers are available to answer
questions/emails, and to provide feedback within 24 hours range.
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Grading Policy and Virtual Assessments
GBS leadership team created an amended grading policy and strategies for virtual

assessments that are compatible with remote learning. Formative assessments count 70%
and summative assessments count 30% of the total average per subject as in regular
school. However, the assessments/assignments used are modified to be compatible with
remote learning to ensure grades authenticity and quality feedback. As for HS semester
exams, the weight on these exams is included in the semester percentage assuming the
whole semester is fully a virtual school semester.

Online Etiquette and Virtual Classes Guidelines

GBS faculty and parents have the same vision and expectations regarding students ‘safety
and well-being. For both parties, student’s benefit and right to learn in a safe nurturing
environment come first. Hence, a set of new guidelines regarding online etiquette are
embedded in the “Technology Code of Conduct”, to ensure a common understanding of
school expectations and terms for virtual classes. Parents’ role is essential in this topic to
make this major transition smooth and compatible with school behavior policy, Kuwait
norms, and parents’ expectations. The school will apply GBS Discipline Policy
consequences in case of any breach of the terms listed in the “Technology Code of
Conduct”.

Attendance

Virtual Attendance is mandatory for all MHS students and in all subjects. Cameras should
be on and teachers take attendance and record it every period. The 10 minutes between
the periods and the 2 breaks built in the schedule aim to provide enough time and
adequate accessibility to all sessions.

1. Tardiness: The student should join the live session within the first five minutes. If
he/she joins between the fifth and the tenth minute, then he/she is recorded late. A
student is not allowed to join a period after ten minutes of its beginning and he/she
will be counted as absent (unless there is a proof of a technical issue). If a student is
recorded absent for 3 times in two weeks interval, then he/she will have a Saturday
detention at 8:00 am. During the Saturday detention, the student is supervised
(virtually through Zoom) by a designated teacher to complete the missing
assignments. The student, who fails to attend the detention on time, is suspended
virtually (no online sessions) for a full day and a ZERO will be granted on all his/her
assignments during this day.

2. If the student is absent from virtual classes for a full day, his/her parents should
send the Division Principal an email explaining the reason to be counted as an
excused absence. A parents’ email will suffice if the child is absent for one day. If the
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absence exceeds one day, then parents must complete the School Absence Form.
This form can be found on the website.

Activities and Clubs

Field trips are cancelled during the virtual period. As for other activities, curricular and
student led activities, adjustments are made on the nature, outcomes, and expectations to
accommodate virtual learning requirements.

Special Subjects

As by the school’s Mission, the school fosters the overall growth of students: academically,
physically, psychologically... Hence, special subjects such as PE, Art, Music, and HS
electives curriculum documents are modified to be compatible with online requirements.
The school believes that especially during these circumstances, the students need to be
exposed to other disciplines beside Math, Science, and languages.

HS Elective Courses

The majority of elective courses are performance based; hence the need to make
adequate modification is critical when shifting to remote learning. A clear description of
these courses is introduced and shared with students to give them the opportunity to
make choices based on the modification.



Middle School Program Guide

dady il 3yl
:\.MJ'M‘ :UAJA.\J
Y oY Adadi La gl

agadily 4y ) ga 9k O pgealad La oSl
JAN OF L Cuapllll Cha pgdage e oA



