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Being well prepared is the key to success in school

This guide is intended to provide you with a brief overview of the subject areas your child will study
this year along with some basic information that will assist you in helping your child. To get current

information on school news and events, please take time to visit our website, Facebook page, and our
Instagram account on a regular basis.



Grade one is an exciting and important year for young children and their parents. Expectations
from learners are distinctly different from what they have been up until this point, with
increasingly more academics. With your continued emotional and academic support, your
children will make the transition successfully and do well emotionally, socially, and
academically as they transition to elementary school.

By grade two and three, your children are more familiar with the regular routines associated with
school and are becoming increasingly independent in their work efforts. Academic expectations
increase substantially from grade one to grade three and again from grade three onwards.
Students are expected to stay on task longer, follow multi-step directions, produce more detailed
writing, and read increasingly complicated text while learning new content.

Grade four and five students are in a unique place in their physical, social, emotional, and
intellectual development. While children at this age are developing increasing independence,
parental involvement is still critical in facilitating children’s development and achievement, as
well as in preventing and remedying educational and developmental opportunities. Their
involvement and encouragement can help a child excel in school, especially in demanding
bilingual programs. Involvement should start by parents acknowledging the importance of
education and by showing positive attitudes towards school by supporting school programs and
policies.

GBS is committed to providing quality education to its students and dedicated to preparing
students for successful futures in the changing world of the 21% century. Curricula in all subjects
are aligned with current U.S. educational standards and strive to develop important skills through
the integration of technology, collaboration, problem solving, creativity, and critical thinking
skills. Teachers work collaboratively to ensure students experience connections across the
content areas and transfer acquired knowledge and skills between disciplines.

All classrooms have been fitted with interactive smart-boards and internet to increase student
engagement and enhance learning while, at the same time, developing the necessary skills for
success in the economy of the future.

Grades three to five students use the BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) program where they use
digital technologies and programs to enhance and improve their learning. Through these
technologies, the lessons will be presented in an interactive, hands-on, and fun way that holds
children’s attention, meets the needs of diverse learners, and enhances their engagement with
content.

School hours:

The school day starts with the morning routine at 7:20 a.m. Students are expected to be on time
and to participate in the morning assembly. The first period begins at 7:30 a.m. Dismissal begins
at 2:05 p.m. (depending on the grade). Students participating in after school activities must be
picked up by 3:00 p.m. from the reception area.

Attendance:

Students are expected to attend school for the entire school day and to arrive and leave on time.
All medical appointments should be made after school hours. However, if a child has to leave
during the day, a note explaining in detail the reason must be provided to the elementary school
office. Parents/guardians need to sign an early dismissal form at the reception. Students will not
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be released during the last period of the school day. They cannot be pulled from class to attend
an event held in one of the other divisions.

Absence:

In coordination with the Ministry of Education’s Attendance Policy, students who register 10 or
more unexcused absences in a given semester will not be permitted to write the semester exams.
They will be given a “0”. For an absence to be excused, the student must bring a signed and
stamped doctor’s note within 2 days of returning to school. An absence is considered excused
if it is a personal illness, serious family illness or family death, or other extraordinary
circumstances approved by the ES Principal. The term “excused” or “unexcused” is important
to determine whether or not the student is entitled to do the missing work or to get support from
the teachers.

Breaks and snacks:

During the day, there will be out-breaks. Students are encouraged to bring healthy snacks, and
the canteen will be accessible during both breaks. Only water and juices in plastic or paper
containers are allowed on campus. Food deliveries are strictly prohibited. The school is a nut free
zone and products containing nuts are strictly prohibited. Food deliveries are strictly prohibited
as well.

Homework

Homework will be given during the week to help students prepare for short, simple tests.

Grade one students do not receive homework but are encouraged to read at home daily and
prepare for short, simple tests which are advised on the weekly newsletters and on Google
Classroom. In addition to this, homework is recorded on Google Classroom (Grades 2-5) on a
daily basis. Parents are expected to check Google Classroom every day and monitor homework
completion. The time required to complete the homework varies according to your child’s pace
of work and level of performance. Should there be a valid reason for your child to fail to hand
in homework on time, you must inform the teacher in writing. If your child does not understand
assignments or regularly struggles with homework, please make an appointment with the teacher.

Supplies

Students should ensure they have the proper supplies in their backpack on a daily basis. The
pencil case should be checked frequently for items that need to be replaced and any items seemed
unsuitable for school should be removed

Workbooks, Notebooks, and Textbooks

When students bring workbooks, notebooks, or textbooks home, take time to look through the
completed work with your child. Please do not allow your son/daughter to work ahead in the
book; only do those pages assigned by the teacher.

Each teacher will clearly mark the notebooks where students should complete homework. This
will vary from class to class, but the copybook to be used for homework will always be marked
“Homework.” Students are required to keep a separate plastic snap-file for each subject. Please



help them to keep their books, papers, and homework organized in these files. Papers returned
home after being marked by the teacher should be taken out of the file and kept at home.

School Bags

Students are responsible for preparing and organizing their school supplies and bags. Kindly
remind them in the evening to prepare the bag for the next day, making sure they have all required
books, homework, supplies, any paper requiring a parental signature. Metal water bottles are not
allowed in school as they are very heavy. Your child’s weekly schedule is posted on Google
Classroom. Students without the required supplies and materials are often unable to do class
work and lose marks.

Make-Up Work

If your child misses a day of school, please refer to Google Classroom for missed work. Students
will be able to make up missed work if a medical note is provided.

Uniform

Students are required to wear the full school uniform when in school and on field trips unless
otherwise officially notified. On designated “free dress” days, they must not violate acceptable
GBS dress code. The following are strictly prohibited:

e Body hugging, tight, transparent, revealing, or torn clothing.

e Offensive pictures, symbols, or words printed on the clothing.

e Colored, gelled or spiked hairstyles. Boys’ hairstyles must be kept short and tidy. Girls

must keep their hair away from their face and, if long, tied.

e Make-up, non-prescription lenses, colored nail polish, and lipstick.

e Expensive jewelry, watches, or gadgets.
If a student violates the uniform code, he/she will be asked to change into the proper uniform or
will be sent home.

Assessment

GBS conducts formative and summative assessments. The major difference between formative
and summative assessments is that the former is used to improve student learning and provide
feedback to students who do not demonstrate proficiency so they keep working and learning
until they do. The latter is used to assess what students have learned and quantifies it by assigning
a grade that is final. The student then moves on to the next learning outcome.

Formative Assessment:

Formative assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning. Evaluation is an ongoing
process incorporated into classroom practice during instruction. It is an integration of
performance and feedback using scoring rubrics and grading scales to delineate consistent
criteria for grading. The criteria are shared between students and teachers. This provides a basis
for self-evaluation, reflection, and peer review. It also ensures accurate and fair assessment,
fosters understanding, and allows for adjustments of subsequent learning/teaching. Formative
assessment requires constant timely feedback. Formative assessment will be calculated as 70%
of the overall grade.



Summative Assessment:

Summative assessments are given periodically to determine what students know and do not know
at a particular point in time. The goal of summative assessments is to assess learning after
teaching has taken place. Summative assessments serve as formal documentation of a student’s
progress and mastery of skills and content. Summative assessment will be calculated as 30% of
the overall grade.

Academic Probation

Students who have an overall average of below 60%, and/or those who score below 60% in the
core subjects (English, Arabic, Math, and Science), are placed on academic probation until their
performance improves consistently over the 60% level.

Promotion

To be eligible for regular promotion, a student must have passing grades (50% or above in the
yearly average and the four core subjects), meet attendance requirements, and have an acceptable
disciplinary record.

Retention Policy

Students who fail three or more core subjects will be automatically retained. They are not eligible
for any retests.

Parent — Teacher Communication

A definite key to the success of students at GBS is the consistent policy of open and meaningful
home-school communication. Google Classroom is a daily means of two-way communication
between the teacher and the parents. Parents should check online for messages from teachers and
monitor their child’s conduct sheet. When parents find a message, they acknowledge the same.
If they have a concern that requires face-to-face communication, their first step is to talk to the
teacher. If that fails, their next step is to talk to the divisional administrator. If they need to speak
directly to any staff member, they can make an appointment with the receptionist. Teachers will
not be interrupted during class time to answer parental requests or concerns.

Parents have important perspectives on their children and can provide the teacher and/or the
Student Counselor with information about their child's relationships, interests, and experiences
outside of the school that may affect his/her performance or behavior. This information may
greatly enhance the school's understanding of your child and could contribute to more effective
learning.

Supporting Your Children’s Learning at Home

Parents play a crucial role in helping their children achieve school success. Research shows that
the following steps help avoid school anxiety and allow students to become more successful:

Encourage your children to maintain a healthy diet and exercise on a regular basis.
Make sure your children attend school regularly and always arrive on time to school.
Talk with your children everyday about their school day, share your thoughts and ideas with
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them when appropriate, and listen to theirs.

Speak positively about their school and teachers.

Encourage your children to do their best and talk about setting school-related goals.

Help them develop good study habits; explain to them that paying attention in class, completing
homework and reading assignments, and reviewing corrected papers on a regular basis, will help
them to have a more relaxed attitude towards assessments and they will perform better.

Create and maintain a home environment that will help children be well rested during school
days and during testing periods. Be sure your child goes to bed early and gets a minimum of 8-
10 hours of sleep every night.

Provide a quiet place to work, and the supplies and materials necessary to complete work.
Provide homework support to your children when it is needed.

Go over what children are learning in a non-pressured way and practice what they may need
extra help with.

Evaluate their academic progress over a period of time rather than on one single test score.
Read to and with your child on a daily basis. Choose reading material they can enjoy and attempt
reading on their own.

Model good organizational and study skills. Let your children, with your help, prepare for their
school day the night before. Teach them to check that all necessary files, folders, textbooks,
homework, and supplies are in the bag. Doing so will set the stage for independence in later
years.

Provide ample free time at home for play and other school-unrelated activities.

The English Language Arts Curriculum
The English Program

Based upon U.S educational standards, the English curriculum aims to enable the students to
understand and appreciate language and to use it confidently and competently for a variety of
purposes, with diverse audiences and in a range of situations for communication, personal
satisfaction, and learning. It focuses on the areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
Grades 1-5 students will be learning from the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Language Arts
Program, Journeys, that integrates the oral and the written forms of language development.
Reading, listening, writing, speaking, spelling, and grammar skills are all taught through the
Reading/Language Arts textbook and practice books. Students practice writing in a variety of
formats (journal entries, letters, personal narratives, descriptions, informational paragraphs,
stories, etc.). Speaking and listening skills will be strengthened through frequent presentations
and listening comprehension exercises. New spelling words will be introduced on a regular basis
and spelling tests will be conducted weekly. Independent reading for a minimum of twenty
minutes nightly is expected of all students. We encourage parents to read with their child on
a nightly basis. Recent research shows those twenty minutes of reading per day leads to an
increase of approximately 5000 new words to the reader’s vocabulary over the span of one year.

The curriculum will guide students towards the following attainment of goals:

Grade One

The student will apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, appreciate,
and respond to a variety of texts.

The student will express ideas effectively in a variety of written modes for a variety of purposes
and audiences.



The student will demonstrate appropriate handwriting practices.
The student will communicate information and ideas appropriately, respond to questions
thoughtfully, and apply critical thinking skills effectively.

Grade Two

The student will use a variety of strategies to comprehend, analyze, appreciate, and respond to
various genres.

The student will express ideas effectively in a variety of written modes for a variety of purposes
and audiences.

The student will apply grammar and language conventions to communicate effectively.

The student will communicate information and ideas appropriately, respond to questions
thoughtfully, and apply critical thinking skills effectively.

Grade Three

The student will use a variety of strategies to comprehend, analyze, appreciate, and respond to
various genres.

The student will write daily, employing a wide range of writing strategies to communicate
effectively for different purposes and audiences.

The student will apply grammar and language conventions to communicate effectively.

The student will demonstrate thinking skills through speaking and listening.

Grade Four

The student will use a variety of strategies to comprehend, analyze, appreciate, and respond to
various genres.

The student will write daily, employing a wide range of writing strategies to communicate
effectively for different purposes and audiences.

The student will apply grammar and language conventions to communicate effectively.

The student will effectively express their ideas in a variety of written modes for specific
audiences.

The student will demonstrate thinking skills through speaking and listening.

Grade Five

The student will use a variety of strategies to comprehend, analyze, appreciate, and respond to
various genres.

The student will write daily, employing a wide range of writing strategies to communicate
effectively for different purposes and audiences.

The student will apply grammar and language conventions to communicate effectively.

The student will demonstrate thinking skills through speaking and listening.
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g yal) 4al)

(6 sia 3 e Alaia ¥y AaadluYl s A yal) all g b il g AAEIL A V) Lgailladi 5 s yaall dddd S35
ol s ilasll [ gmll 3y ais 8 huaie AE Ay gn ) LY o 55 can) ddan A jall Aall) )
Bl o ) sladlay 5 agial g aghl i 5l e Yy Adll 3l el 5ST dpaal 4yl dalll il i€y
el s ada gl il <l jlea o hat Liblaal Aaild (al ) 8 4adld 1A el gill 5 ppanil] Aas 5 A jall
o o gud Akl gl 5 ALE oLtV = 5 iy SAN et 8 oY) Aallly 3 al) daladl) g0 i Y
o) (Basha dy 9318 5y 35 g4 8 G 5 Jadd dalllaal) o 2alill padi e ddlida 4y 3y 323 (3 ke
wgﬁ\}ﬁgjﬂ\juamﬂ\wjﬁﬂ\gcg%gﬁ\ dliac @Uﬁxﬂ\)ﬁ‘ﬁ\}m Gkl sda
Laaga 8ol A (A agilil (5 siua e g UYL JaS

o psty A A il 5 ) s Jl (e daieall oadl o oSI (ida gl rgiall Ay jall ARl ailed (A Bada
LS (10 de sana Gl o (alill) alaial) o o8 yan i Gakails gshaily by I8 Guld
skl w381 5l oabaall 5 il JalSI dae ae 4y s e liS jyglaly 3y ja3 Chagy daanaall juleall
Oaaly 9138 Aamliad) Jil ol Cpmians g il addat 8 Jasadd) o glual) addiai g oyl g galadl ol
el g Uy Ay ) 23l el 5 sinna (50 0l 5 Aiad 33U (e () 526300 Ll | jlose Linall
i Gald e A jall all) (aias o () i A jall dall (alall geali s () siaily Al agales
32 i Ao Janiy ol 138 o aga 58 a5 Aall agild) (5 sivn (385 ooyl ggiall agre
Bl Al 3 yad (adATWY Leldat g 5 jldall (pacadll 3ol g Le gead A0S 8ah ) DA (e daladdl e
Axiaall AadsY) e dpanll Lgllay Aallaall 4 g Alea adans LS o) G50 e il s 3l
dallaall 328 4 oSiailia g oSacd e daiaig 13 3o 8l o agaaaiiy 2 5uéanl 3 jaaiall g
il 5 Aalaall 5 3ol Al Ciliilse 8 A yaall @l L g GBS 3adall (SOl A Jaall 2S¢ ) 53] 5 Ay el
(a5 s cpm iaY Jualitl) Jus 3) Ay yal) 2ol Galall ailall dle  cond ol )

- Al Gl adel Aalal) Calaa®) (e

Al a0 Al as) il g Sl jdall AL (5 gl Malill apa ) dpa

Ay Loy (i ga JS oY) G 5 shaill AaDls 5 Jagal) dsay o) 531Y)

Cagiladdl cUadW) e Aadlu g At lica g | S8 (At (i

g L) Gaad Al dpe ) 5 AS HLaall JiSH Lay 7 suia g 480y Sl 5 jeliiadl (e panill (e (Sl
glaYl s

Losad Wl 4l (o jlay a8 90 JS (840 2] O g a4l i) 5 Ly Aaallill AS Ll 4al) o

o O O O

}@A‘L’\M‘(ﬁg.ﬂ\ JJJ;‘\GG_\A\@EJL_QM\ 0da w\;‘\;@\}bd&\j@m\jd}y‘u}&a
53 sall il ginen 2383 ) (el o sgie) CLUSH e ding s alaiall Jsa ) saaial) ailaill e o i
bkl dlee (e Alidall Jal el 8 i€ skt b Leiiias Cpaleiall e il



DAY & alll 0 gl ey g

Ao sile Dl Gk Gl il Ca sy (@ seal Ao gans aladiuly ()5S Gl gl o
Alally 3 Gy

Ae siia il Gada il jiul s sa) (@ eai Ao gane A (0 (4585 B LA 5 361 8l ©
ALl 3l Gy

s Ganin Dl il i sar AT 5 s 3Ll aladid 5 de giie (ya geai LUS ALSH o
Alall ) GLESY e i

Uasmal (o 330na 4 yad Glyl Jabs GudAll Coall 8 aleiall (e calhy (4 jad iyl Bés o
Al 3 ) s Clalal a3 ) e

Al elen g b O gty saall Al (8 0S5 dalall mes (8 slhae i 50l o
g sl (i ye die g Canall Jahy 4 Jead) 2l & g jdiall dlac Y G gllaall 20300 juany (528
ae Bos g soall eliy (Ao sal g alaie JS a5 dia jo o () salriall ‘—)’ij’
& 5l

:(;c),\.«»;‘i\ bl

Raalill U8 (30 ity jaal JLid) 5 Lo ol Liallae ot Al ASY) ) jleall eu p (SO L) o
oA &l

oo5b 5 L)) 5 (Google classroom) gl IIA (e Laes Ja1 gl 4y ) sall clilaial) o
A sl

G Y 3 ) Caall laela) il 5l Gaiall Jsaall (335 cand 53 3230 IS 3l caal )l o
(Sl 3 48 20l

D AeSluy) 3l

pseie) LU o ading g paall i o< iha gl argiall Lyl daady) A ill dpilly aial) glal
Dl 2alil) agdy Jia A el 5 dmanadl Jil gl Blaiul) ae 3 sdia s b sluly As a2 (Luladd)
ea)gas JSLERN Jal ciliagl jind aladivd L) aladll 3 jse e JEEY) Cpaleiall (e adsiall 5 b
0o a3l &3 iy (Bl g (B As 3 0 La e sal | paeal | ldl) 30 day il geaall
L pmnll 2l 4gd A gadiall g Al g Jyshall HLEAY) &0 )l Wass (Google classroom) Gk

ol ol Ly (0 DY) A Aaall 5 iy ) ) B e 8 2yl o L5 5 130
Lo 48 50 yall S) pall (Sia gy I A 3 (6 glsa o

Cslhall Ml jmny (03 B JAT elen g g pdhe n g st Bas ol Al (B (1550 Bale 1p gl

pl Ay g duim je o salaidll i ¢ 5 dall (a je die aall Jalo 4 Jaall sl ¢ 5 8l slac
.&JM‘&)‘:&UJJJEJM‘"’t‘t’g.sé")Jﬂué}?j"l“dS

10



e S Ol _all

Lasia Jagodil Al o) sally cpaatiai s A 5l 3 ) 55 (e o8l 58 an KU O 8l 3ale A adiall mgidll
aedaia 5 3300 Mlgial Jiady s Aapaall 3,000 e 32l oy jaiy o 085 LS Caall oy KU 8l
A g b ) el Ly (2 s S (50 852055 dadn (Tlana (8 syl LS o S Sl
%a)ﬁ\)ﬂ\h;é&éﬁb\més\jmﬁu\ﬁfLﬁﬁaﬁyﬂ\ﬁ\ﬂ\&j@”)ﬁ\

Aas S 8 ALY pend st

dac Laia ) al gall

Ading g paadl Gy Sl ke ) riall o aaing g Guslad) s aal 11 Cpdiall (e dae laial) o sall (a5 o
058 i) pgdl) o Saalil ae L Ay 55 s 5 a8 5 Jawasal) 51 ey IS e
ALy shall il JLEAY) gl s anse 203 ¢ 3 ataas g e (S G yall g sand JS juad jLial ellia
il ) ALYl s Ja L sl 2l (Google classroom)G: sk ce 4 sthall (sl
Faleiall (8L ) Austanad) S s Al ALY (b Gl b (5 a3 ) Adaall Fand )

el b i

g9 il e die 5 cauall JAly 4 Jaal) S5 g g bl dlac Y sllaall 33 sy 1o g il
Gl e (Ao s s miall el (o) sal L8 g alaia JS aui 4l g a o (o () saladiall ol

Mathematics Curriculum

It is the goal of the GBS Math Department to help students have a clear understanding of
mathematical concepts and to become adept problem solvers. A hands-on approach to learning
makes seemingly difficult skills easier to master. The math manipulative and activities help
make learning fun all year long. All math classes have access to a variety of technology
including interactive smart-boards, virtual manipulative, and e-resources.

Grade One

Count forward to 100 and backward from 100, skip count by 2’s, 5s and 10s.

Model, read, write, express numbers in terms of tens and ones, and compare and order numbers
through 100.

Fluently add up to or subtract from 10.

Explain, justify and apply properties used to solve addition and subtraction problems.
Understand and apply the associative and the commutative properties of addition up to three
addends.

Recognize, describe, and find rules to extend patterns.

Display, read, and interpret data in tally charts, pictographs and bar graphs.

Name, describe and identify 2-dimensional and 3 dimensional shapes.

Order objects according to length using nonstandard measures.

Tell and write time in hours and to the half hour using analog and digital clocks.
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Grade Two

Count forward to 1000 and backward from 1000.

Model, read, write, express numbers in terms of hundreds, tens and ones, and compare and order
numbers through 1000.

Fluently add up to or subtract from 20

Explain, justify, and apply properties used to solve addition and subtraction problems.
Recognize, describe and use rules to extend patterns to classify numbers.

Display, read, and interpret data in tally charts, pictographs and bar graphs.

Name, describe, and identify 2-dimensional shapes.

Order objects and 3-dimensional shapes according to length and mass using unit measures.

Grade Three

Model, read, write, round and use relationships of place-value positions to represent, compare
and order whole numbers with 4-digit numbers.

Use, read, and write fractions to describe parts of a whole or more than one whole.

Compare and order fractions and mixed numbers

Find sums and differences of 3- and 4- digit numbers

Model multiplication and division using different strategies, and relate multiplication and
division as inverse operations to find an unknown number.

Display, read, and interpret data in tally tables, frequency tables, and line plots.

Identify and describe basic geometric shapes and classify 2-dimensional shapes.

Select appropriate units for measuring length, mass or volume using the metric unit measures.

Grade Four

Model, read, write, round, and use relationships of place-value positions to represent, compare,
and order whole numbers to the millions, and decimals to the hundredths.

Compare and order fractions and decimals.

List factors and multiples to find LCM and GCF.

Find sums and differences of 5- and 6- digit numbers, and the product and the quotient of multi-
digit numbers by a one digit number.

Apply commutative, associative and distributive property and use parentheses to group factors
or addends and to simplify expressions.

Convert metric units of length, mass, and volume.

Develop and use formulas to find the perimeter of rectangles and squares.

Grade Five

Model, read, write, round, and use relationships of place-value positions to represent, compare,
and order whole numbers to the billions, and decimals to the thousandths.

Compare and order fractions, mixed numbers, and decimals.

Use LCM and GCF to add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers with unlike denominators.
Add, subtract, multiply and divide whole numbers and decimals.

Add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions and mixed numbers.

Determine a function rule from a table or a graph.

Identify and name parallel/perpendicular lines, classify triangles and polygons by the sides and
the angles.
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Science Curriculum

The Science Department has adopted HMH Science Dimensions from Grades 1-5. This program
focuses on science literacy and the engineering design process to meet the requirements of NGSS
(Next Generation Science Standards). HMH Science Dimensions creates a dynamic learning
environment for students through exploration, analysis, application, and explanation. It is an
interactive and student-centered program which enhances student engagement and interest in the
process of learning. The books are rich with activities that encourage students' critical thinking,
problem-solving, creativity, inquiry and hands-on skills. The students will be exposed to a wide
variety of topics from Engineering Design, Life Science, Physical Science, and Earth Science.
Additionally, students will be able to showcase their learning through a variety of methods such
as presenting, performing STEM activities, and building models and prototypes.

Grade 1
Grade 1 science curriculum includes the following topics:
Engineering design unit which includes solving problems using technology.

Life science unit which includes animal and plant structures and their behavioral patterns.
Earth science unit which includes celestial objects and their patterns in the sky.
Physical science unit which includes sound and light.

Grade 2
Grade 2 science curriculum includes the following topics:

Engineering design unit which includes design process, analyzing and comparing multiple
design solutions.

Life science unit which includes animals’ and plants’ needs and their habitat.

Earth science unit which includes Earth’s water and changes in the Earth’s surface.

Physical science unit which includes changes in matter and properties of matter.

Grade 3

Grade 3 science curriculum includes the following topics:

Engineering design unit which includes defining, designing, and improving a design solution.
Life science unit which includes animal and plant life cycles, organisms, and their environment.

Earth science unit which includes fossils, weather impacts, types of climate, and their patterns.
Physical science unit which includes forces and motion.

Grade 4
Grade 4 science curriculum includes the following topics:
Engineering design unit which includes defining, designing, testing, and improving a prototype.

Life science unit which includes the structure and function of plants and animals.
Earth science unit which includes rocks, fossils, natural resources, and hazards.
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Physical science unit which includes energy and energy transfer, waves and their application.
Grade 5
Grade 5 science curriculum includes the following topics:

Engineering design unit which includes steps of the design process, solving real-world problems.
Life science unit which includes energy and matter in organisms, energy flow in the ecosystem,
and human impact on the environment.

Earth science unit which includes systems in space, Earth’s water, natural resources, and human
activity

Physical science unit which includes change in matter and properties of matter.

Physical Education

“All students, regardless of physical ability, will be given the opportunity to succeed and to
find joy in physical activity”

Physical Education is an important part of a student’s comprehensive, well-rounded education
program and a means of positively affecting life-long health and well-being. The goal of GBS’s
physical education program is to foster a lifetime commitment to physical activity as part of a
healthy lifestyle. The benefits of physical education extend beyond fitness. In the PE class, we
aim to help each student reach his/her full potential through the acquisition of knowledge, skills,
and attitudes for a healthy lifestyle. A student who needs to be excused from PE for health
reasons must present a doctor’s report.

Aims:

Students demonstrate the motor skills and movement patterns needed to perform a variety of
physical activities.

Students demonstrate knowledge of movement concepts, principles, and strategies that apply to
the learning and performance of physical activities.

Students assess and maintain a level of physical fitness to improve health and performance.
Students demonstrate knowledge of physical fitness concepts, principles, and strategies to
improve health and performance.

Students demonstrate and utilize knowledge of psychological and sociological concepts,
principles, and strategies that apply to the learning and performance of physical activity.

Visual Arts

The arts program in early elementary includes the traditional fine arts of drawing, painting,
sculpting, printmaking, as well as crafts. The visual arts curriculum is intended to help students
sharpen their observation skills, develop their creativity, as well as the ability to express their
feelings and ideas through their work. Students will learn to describe, analyze, and appreciate
(understand and enjoy) a wide variety of art works from different styles and cultures.
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The student will:

Describe and replicate repeated patterns in nature, in the environment, and in works of art.
Distinguish among various media when looking at works of art (e.g., clay, paints, drawing
materials).

Identify the elements of art in objects in nature, and in works of art, emphasizing line, color,
shape/form, and texture.

Use texture in two-dimensional and three-dimensional projects.

Mix secondary colors from primary colors and describe the process.

Demonstrate beginning skill in the manipulation and use of sculptural materials (clay, paper, and
papiermaché) to create form and texture in works of art.

Create a representational sculpture based on people, animals, or buildings.

Draw or paint a still life, using secondary colors.

Recognize and discuss the design of everyday objects from various cultures.

Create artwork based on observations of actual objects and everyday scenes.

Identify and describe subject matter in art (e.g. landscapes, seascapes, portraits, still life).
Discuss works of art created in the classroom, focusing on (e.g. shape/form, texture, line, color).
View and discuss art from various cultures (e.g. African masks, Arabic calligraphy, Sadu, Batik).
Select something they like about their work of art and something they would change.

Identify and sort pictures into categories according to the elements of art emphasized in the works
(e.g., color, line, shape/form, texture).

Music

Students will learn to read and notate music, play various instruments, and sing songs from a
variety of musical genres and styles. They will come to appreciate diverse musical cultures in
addition to local and Arabic music. Students who have the privilege to be part of the school band,
will perform at school events. Drama is integrated into the curriculum.

Information Technology

Access to technologies opens the door to the world beyond the classroom and increases students’
chances for success. It is our goal to prepare our students to be lifelong learners who make
informed decisions about the role of technology in their lives. All GBS students are given the
opportunity to develop technology skills that support learning, personal productivity, decision-
making, and daily life. Students are instructed on the ways to utilize available technologies for
education, communication, problem solving, analysis, and research, in accordance with GBS
philosophy, values, ethical principles, and moral decision making. Students have the opportunity
to locate, process, and use information in order to learn, communicate, and work.

At the end of the Elementary School technology program, students are expected to have mastered
the following basic operations and learned related concepts:

Students are proficient in the use of technology and demonstrate understanding of the nature and
operation of technology systems.

Students understand the ethical, cultural, and societal issues related to technology.

Students develop positive attitudes toward technology uses that support lifelong learning,
collaboration, personal pursuits, and productivity.

Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity.
Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate effectively with multiple audiences.
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Students use technology resources to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of
sources for solving problems and making informed decisions.
Students use technology tools to process data and report results.

As students become familiar and fluent using multidimensional computer features, more
applications are introduced.

All students and parents (Grades 3-5) are required to sign the Technology Code of Conduct

Health and Nutrition

The students in Grade 1 are offered nutritional cooking activities and health/hygiene classes once
a week. The nutrition and cooking activity is very popular among the children. It is taught in
English and aims to teach students to recognize healthy foods and explain why they are necessary
for good health and, ultimately, encourage healthy eating. Pupils will prepare simple foods and
eat them with their classmates. The health and hygiene class teaches children the importance of
good personal hygiene as well as recognition of how certain illnesses are spread.

The Role of the School Counselor

The focus of the counseling program at Al Ghanim Bilingual School is to help students balance
the demands of school, family, and friends. The School Counselor helps parents, teachers, and
students establish and promote positive learning environments.

The School Counselor works with students on finding ways to get along with others, dealing
with issues outside the classroom, at school, or at home and assist in character development by
providing new and creative ways to keep practicing good citizenship at school and beyond.

The School Counselor comes into the classroom to conduct ‘Life Skills’ classes on different
topics such as anger management, good study skills ,and respect, meets with some students alone
or in small groups during break times, provides teachers and parents with suggestions and
handouts to use in the classroom or at home, and leads students in various community-based
service projects.

When a child has a more challenging, complex psychological or educational issue that requires
attention, the School Counselor can provide the parents with a list of professional places in
Kuwait that may prove helpful, including confidential testing/evaluation and treatment sites.

Bullying

Social identities and peer acceptance is perhaps the most important part in the mind of young
students. GBS’s goal is to provide each student with a safe, educational experience every day.
One of the deterrents to this goal is bullying, such as when students pick on, exclude, or tease
another student. At GBS has ZERO tolerance for any type of bullying, including cyber bullying,
or the use of the internet and social networking to harm other people, in a deliberate, repeated
and hostile manner. Students who bully will be disciplined. We encourage students to inform a
school staff member when they reasonably believe that they are victims of bullying or when they
are witness to someone else being bullied.
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Encouraged and Expected Student Behavior

All staff and students are responsible for maintaining a school culture that is welcoming,
nurturing, and conducive to learning. GBS’ ten golden rules that guide students’ behavior are:
Come to school daily, on time, and bring all necessary materials to class.

Actively participate in all classes and produce quality work.

Complete assignments on time and read daily.

Know and follow all school and class rules.

Think before acting and speaking.

Respect others’ rights, property, opinions, and differences.

Show respect in everything one does: work, appearance, actions, and language.

Take responsibility for one’s actions.

Avoid negative peer pressure and activities.

Be a role model for the younger students.

Students can help promote a safe learning environment by behaving in a school-appropriate,
socially acceptable manner. Avoid any behavior that interferes with their own or another
student’s learning and/or well-being.

Character Education:

In Elementary School, students will experience many physical, mental, emotional, and social
changes. It is during this time that many students develop their own identity and affirm that
identity among peers and family. Character Education will help cultivate ethical, responsible,
and caring attitudes with an emphasis on universal values. Students will come to recognize these
values and understand how they affect one's actions and behaviors. Students will also have many
opportunities to practice important core ethical and civic values such as respect, responsibility,
integrity, perseverance, courage, justice, and self- discipline.

Student Council

What is a Student Council?

A student council consists of members that are elected by students in each grade level. The goal
of the student council is to represent each grade and the students as a whole and provide
leadership for the student body. All members of the student council must be self-disciplined,
highly motivated, and demonstrate excellent leadership skills.

What do student council members do?

Serve as a positive role model

Listen to other students and their ideas

Organize events and activities

Participate in service projects

Plan/coordinate fundraising activities
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