Guiding Statements

Mission

Al Ghanim Bilingual School inspires students to become na-
tional and global citizens by promoting a Kuwaiti identity
and embracing multicultural values through a balanced
bilingual curriculum and a safe and nurturing environment.

Vision
To develop independent, confident, lifelong learners

Core Values

* Develop students physically, emotionally, intellectually,
and socially.

* Offer quality education based on a well-rounded bilingual
curriculum that fosters twenty-first century and global citi-
zenship skills.

* Leverage technology to support our students and improve
their learning.

* Promote an enjoyable, healthy, and safe learning environ-
ment.

* Promote collaboration among all the members of the
school community to fulfill the school’s mission and vision.

Educating the Whole Child

At GBS, we help children
acquire the knowledge and
skills needed to function in

today’s world, achieve personal
success in the future, and make
a difference in the world.

GBS incorporates the learning

of creative problem solving,
collaboration and
communication skills, eritical
thinking, and information
literacy skills across all
curriculum areas. Multi-cultural
content and values are embedded
in the curriculum and throughout
school programs ensuring that
students become global citizens.
Students will appreciate the
differences and similarities
across cultures and develop

an understanding of, and
tolerance for, these differences.




Accreditation

Al Ghanim Bilingual School is accredited by the
Ministry of Education in Kuwait and by the Council
of International Schools (CIS). GBS was recently
re-accredited by CIS for another 5 years. This award
acknowledges that GBS meets the international
standards set by CIS.
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The GBS bilingual curriculum

translates the school Guiding

Statements

into instructional aims.

It features:

* An equal emphasis on the
English language, the Arabic

J language and the Sciences.

Q) ° A 2lst century program of

study.

Academic

Subjects

* USA published instructional
materials and textbooks.

* An Arabic Language program
based on the Kuwaiti national
curriculum, enhanced by the
latest resources and techniques
in language teaching.

* Kuwait’s official Islamic
Education and Social Studies
program.

* A Third Language program
(currently French) introduced
in middle school and developed in HS.




Bilingual Program of Studies

* A technology program based on US
standards.

* A Physical Education program
to foster life-long healthy
habits.

* A Visual and Performing Arts
program that nurtures students’
artistic perception, creative
expression, aesthetic
appreciation, and historical
and cultural knowledge.

Non-A cademic

Subjects

Extra

Activities, school events, :
Curricular

field trips and special celebrations
extend the curriculum and
support the school Guiding State-
ments.

Activities (clubs) are optional
and depend on student interest.
They include but not limited to sports,
arts, academic support and extension,
music, graphic

arts and technology.

Activities

Campus Facilities

* 2 computer labs.

* Classrooms fitted with
interactive smarthoards and
internet access.

GBS occupies a secure,well-supervised school-owned campus:

* 3 well-equipped science laboratories.

* A well-stocked library.

* Separate prayer rooms for

males and females.

* A spacious auditorium and

stage area.

* A spacious gymnasium for indoor
sports.

* 2 school canteens.

* Sizeable shaded playgrounds

and play areas.




Home-School Partnership

We believe that a close,
supportive relationship
between home and the

school is critical to the overall
success of your child. GBS uses
different means to keep you
informed. The Program
Guides, Open House,
Parent-Teacher Conferences
Google Classroom, Orientations

Progress Reports and social media |

are all means of communication
used to keep you informed.

Parents monitor

their child’s preparedness
for school signing
permission letters and
reports, making sure

he/she completes homework
assignments, brings all
necessary materials, and

is complying with

uniform rules.

School Uniform

School Calendar

The school year consists of two
semesters, approximately 170

days in total. The school

calendar includes all Islamic and
Kuwaiti national holidays, a
Winter Break, and a Spring
Break. The school calendar is published

on the website.

Students are required to wear
the full school uniform when

in school and on field trips unless
otherwise officially notified in
writing. On designated

“free dress” days, students

must follow the acceptable GBS
dress code. The school uniform
and PE uniforms are purchased
from the school.




School Hours

The gates officially open at

6:45 a.m. Parents must walk
their children to the gate, but
only students are allowed

to enter the gate. The school day
for students begins at 7:10 a.m.
with the morning routine
(fitness exercises, national anthem,
and flag salute).

Dismisal

Dismissal times are different per
orade level, starting at 12:00 p.m.
for KG1 and ending

at 2:15 for the High School.

In the Kindergarten and
Elementary School, no child
will be allowed out of the gate
without an adult authorized by
the parent to pick him/her up.
In the Middle & High School,

students exit the school on their own.

Non-Discrimination

GBS is committed to a
nondiscriminatory policy in
all matters concerning race,
color, gender, age, religion,
nationality, or social status.

teachings, and procedures reflect
this commitment.

Admission

GBS admits any student who
satisfies the admission
requirements of age, school
sequence, and who are successfull
on the admission test in the

three core subjects of English,
Arabic, and Math. Priority in
admission is given to applicants
with siblings currently enrolled

at GBS.

GBS is not licensed or equipped
to cater to students with physical
or serious health conditions.

GBS Guiding Statements, practices,




GBS Staff

. GBS faculty and staff come
from a host of nations. Staff
turn-over is very low.

Over 60% of the staff have been
with the school for 5 years or
more, some for more than

10 years. GBS understands the
important role faculty members
play in a school’s climate,
culture, success and

students’ learning.

GBS places crucial
iIl]pG]'tﬂllCE on the recruit ment,

retention, and continuous
development of highly talented,
enthusiastic and dedicated /i

teachers and administrators who |
positively contribute to the
school community and actively
participate in school-wide
development. Faculty and staff
regularly attend local, regional,
and international professional
development conferences.

Kindergarten

The Kindergarten Department
has a balanced curriculum
designed to enable children to
grow in physical, social-
emotional, cognitive and
language development.We
believe in a positive learning
environment in which each
child’s language. culture,
diversity and unique gifts are
deeply respected and celebrated.

Children have a natural curiosity
to explore and discover. It is
through the design of play-based
learning experiences which are
engaging, hands-on, nurturing,
and fun that we encourage
students to be self-confident

and successful learners

We welcome you to our land of
exploration...




Middle School

Elementary

The Middle School seeks a
balance between a rigorous
academic program and a
strong foundation for good
citizenship. We believe that it

Elementary School is an exciting
and important stage in your
child’s education. Grades (1-2)
are homeroom based. Students
learn content knowledge and ac-

ademic skills as well as eritical is critical to educate the

“whole child” and strike a

thinking & twenty first century
skills.

halance between academics,
social and physical development.

As your child moves into the
intermediate grades (3-5).
academic expectations increase
gradually in preparation for middle

school. In additi 3:
= . e e
With your continued support, I addivon to/provIcing anl
environment that encourages
growth, the Middle School

takes seriously its mandate to

your children will enjoy a smooth
transition and succeed

), emotionally, socially, and

% academically as they progress

" through the elementary

'~ grades.

prepare students for high school
and beyvond. The development
of future leaders begins during
the important middle school
years.
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High School

The high school provides a rigorous aca-
demic program in addition to a variety
of learning activities. The program seeks /
to prepare stu dents to become true
global citizens.

The high school leadership, faculty and
staff are committed to providing high
quality education emphasizing on lan-
ouage, science, math & a breadth of elec-
tives to prepare students for challenging
university programs.

The high school counselor’s office
provides college & career readiness
services including university and
career orientation programs, and
SAT preparation & registration.
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High School

The high school provides a rigorous aca-
demic program in addition to a variety
of learning activities. The program seeks f
to prepare students to become true
global citizens.

The high school leadership, faculty and
staff are committed to providing high
quality education emphasizing on lan-
guages, science, math & a breadth of elec-
tives to prepare students for challenging /
university programs. I

The high school Counselor’s Office
provides college & career readiness
services including university and
career orientation programs, and
universities applications.
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